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     Grand Knight 

     P. J. Carter    

 

     I would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  Congratulations to Frank Sharp for being chosen 

as our Knight of the Month for November and the Liz and Bill Nix family on being chosen Family of the Month  for             

November.  

     We have a second degree on the 7th of December in Starkville.  We will take the church bus. Please let us know if you are 

interested in continuing on your journey to full Knighthood. 

Patrick J Carter 

Grand Knight 

 

 

Associate Pastor 

 Fr Jose’ de Jesus Sanchez 
 

 

 

Dear friends and brother Knights,  

 

     On November 23, the Church closes the liturgical year with the feast of Christ the King which was established by pope Pius 

XI in 1925. For this reason, it is necessary to think for a moment and ask ourselves, is Christ reigning in our lives? Have we 

welcomed him as our King?  

     Sacred Scripture witnesses how many people in the history of salvation have rejected God as their king. Take for instance, 

the Israelites were asking Samuel for a king because they wanted to be like the other nations; they wanted to be governed by a 

visible king. Samuel brought this request to God, and He was not pleased with it as He said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of 

the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from being king over them. (1 

Sam. 8:7). God warned the Israelites what would happen if they were to have a human person as their king, but they did not 

care; for this reason, they were led into captivity. 

     The earthly kings did not know how to lead and protect their citizens. In other words, they were not good kings; for this rea-

son, God “gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life” (Jn. 3:16). He did 

not care if people rejected Him; He will never reject us. God wants to be with us; He wants to continue being our King, and 

God’s Word became flesh so that He will be among us. Christ in the Gospels acknowledges himself as the King, “I am a king. 

For this I was born, and for this I have come into the world, to bear witness to the truth” (Jn. 13:37). At the same time, when 

the soldiers mocked him, they ironically acknowledged Him as the King because they put a scarlet robe upon him, they placed 

a crown of thorns on his head, they put a reed in his right hand, and they said, “Hail, King of the Jews!” (Mt. 27: 27-31).  

      Christ, the King, is among us, and He continues looking for a place to govern. Saint Augustine affirms that when we pray 

the Lord’s Prayer, “Thy kingdom come”, we do not pray for God, but for ourselves so that God may reign in our bodies. Conse-

quently, if we want to allow Christ to reign in our lives, we have to open our eyes to see him on the streets, especially with 

those who are homeless, hungry, sick, thirsty or prisoners. These vulnerable people are the different faces of Christ our King; 

therefore, are we willing to welcome him into our lives? Are we willing to allow him to rein our hearts so that we may be filled 

by his love?  

 

Sincerely,  

Fr. Jose' de Jesus Sanchez 

 

 

 

 

 

Please continue to pray for vocations. Please continue to pray for vocations. Please continue to pray for vocations. Please continue to pray for vocations.     

 We need more priests We need more priests We need more priests We need more priests 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    First off, greetings and a warm welcome to our newest Sir Knight Sal Moreno who made his 4th Degree at an Exemplifica-

tion in D'Iberville, MS on November 8th, 2014.  Special thanks to Frank Sharp and David Viger for accompanying Sal to his 

degree.   

 

     On November 11th, we held our annual Flag Retirement Ceremony after the Deceased Members Mass that evening.  We 

had a crowd  in excess of 75 that evening, which was great to see.  The Boy and Cub Scouts along with our Honor Guard all 

participated in the program.  Lots of people to thank for making the evening a success.  First, a BIG thank you to John Bennett 

and Ed Shamp for preparing the fire pit. Extra thanks to John for collecting a good majority of the flags that we retired from the 

VFW and various businesses and individuals around the community.  John also monitored the fire throughout the evening en-

suring that it did not spread and was properly contained.  Second, to Frank Polizzi who guided the Scouts through the program, 

emphasizing the dignity and solemnity of the process.  The following Scouts were involved: Boy Scouts-Matt Shine, Hieu Le, 

John Graupman, Jr., Jaxon Bates and Tate Smith.  Wolf Scout-Aiden Alford.  Tiger Cubs-Evan Grimes, Peyton Harwell, Nico-

las Montelegre, Brooks Germany and Brogan Skelton.  Third, thanks to our 4th Degree Honor Guard led by Bob Leo along 

with Roland Stewart and David Klutz who led the procession out to the flag pole and flanked it as well as the fire during the 

time the flags were burned.  Fourth, a special thanks to Bob and Rosalie Leo for setting up the hall and taking care of the food 

arrangements.  Lastly, thanks to all who brought food and/or helped in some way especially those who helped clean up at the 

end.  We had coverage from WTOK-TV and they did a nice story on the event during the 10 o'clock News that evening.   

 

     The Honor Guard also participated in a Special Mass at Holy Cross in Philadelphia on Sunday, November 16th presided 

over by Bishop Kopascz.  They were led by Frank Polizzi and some eleven Sir Knights participated.  It was later revealed that a 

number of parishioners up there had never seen an Honor Guard and were quite impressed.  Some of the kids even dared to 

asked if the swords were real to which the men answered "Of course" LOL!!  Kudos to all the men who took time out to make 

the trip.   

 

     Please mark your calendars for the annual 4th Degree Christmas Dinner/Party which will be held at the Ole Farm Beef 

House on Saturday, January 10th at 6:30 pm.  This is open to Sir Knights and their spouses/companion or guest.  Please RSVP 

to me if you are going to attend.  My email is jdharwell4@comcast.net or you can call me at (601) 513 5456.  Also, we will not 

have a meeting on December 23rd.  Next 4th Degree meeting will be January 27th, 2015.  

 

     Finally, I would like to wish all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  During the hustle and bustle of the Season, I 

hope everyone will find the peace of Christ and take time each day to thank him for our blessings and the grace he has be-

stowed upon us. 

 

John Harwell 

Faithful Navigator 

1 COR 12 4-7   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     My wife and I would like to wish all of you a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  Remember, CHRIST is the 

REASON FOR THE SEASON.  The greatest gift we all receive at CHRISTmas is the birth of our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Be 

sure and go to Mass over the Christmas season and receive that gift.  The REAL PRESENCE means just that, the real body and 

blood of Jesus. 

 

George Walston, ED 

 

 

 

         Fourth Degree 

            John Harwell, FN 
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         Message from the Editor 

            George Walston 



 

Bingo   

   Bob Leo 

 

 
     After careful consideration and much discussion with bingo workers, I have decided to cancel, the bingo session on the Wednes-

day before Thanksgiving, this year and each year afterwards.  The reasoning behind this important decision was the concerns that  a 

number of members would not be able to work bingo that particular day due to family activities, having guests visit, or leaving to 

celebrate Thanksgiving out of town, or a number of other reasons.  Since we would be so short handed for selling the game sheets, it 

would serve better to cancel that day, because the more help we have on the floor selling sheets the more money we make.  

     Also we will not be conducting a bingo session on December 24th this is self explanatory, and on December, 31st  this is also self 

explanatory. 

      Beginning with the first bingo session of the new year, we will be starting our regular games one half  hour earlier.  Instead of 

starting at 8:00 PM we will start at 7:30 PM.  Also we will discontinue the breaks in between games, there will be minimum  breaks, 

( just to change callers). The reasoning behind this change, is to attempt to get bingo over earlier, so everyone can go home sooner. 

  

   I would like to wish everyone a very MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR !! 

from Rosalie and Bob.  

  

Bob Leo 

Bingo Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Congratulations to the Bill and Liz Nix family for being chose as the "Family of the Month" for the 

month of October. 

  

     On November 11th we held our annual Deceased Members Mass in which we honor our departed Brother Knights who have 

gone before us.  The Mass was celebrated by our associate Pastor Fr. Jose' de Jesus Sanchez for whom we are very grateful to have.  

I thank Father Sanchez for the wonderful job he did in celebrating the Mass.  I would also like to thank those who helped in putting 

this memorable event together. 

 

     Many thanks go to my wife Rosalie, for the preparation of the food, to John Maloney, Sr., 

Grand Knight P.J. Carter, Tom Zettler, PSD, Roland Stewart, and our own roving photographer George Walston.  Also, thanks to all 

who helped in the clean up. 

  

     A very important date to remember,is Saturday, December, 20, for this is the day that we will have our annual " Children's Christ-

mas Party".  All children of members of the Knights of Columbus, are invited to attend, by all children I mean sons, daughters, 

nieces. nephews, grandchildren, and any children that are visiting at your house.  The age limits are  1 month - 10 years of age. We 

will have a special guest to give out presents to the children ( I hope he shows up). 

  

     This is an RSVP Program, the deadline for your response is  December, 14th.  The information that I need when you call me is: 

Name of the child , age of the child, and whether boy or girl.  For RSVP call Bob Leo @ H-601-737-5253,      C- 601 616 8396, 

or  E-mail me at Hatchettman2@aol.com  

Notice there will be no RSVP calls accepted after the deadline date of December 14th.     For any further information please call me 

at one of the numbers listed above. 

  

     May you and your loved ones have a very MERRY and HOLY CHRISTMAS, and a HAPPY NEW YEAR, from Rosalie and 

Bob. 

                                   Bob Leo 

            Family Director 

 

Please continue to pray for vocationsPlease continue to pray for vocationsPlease continue to pray for vocationsPlease continue to pray for vocations. . . .     

                Family 

                Bob Leo 



 

 

Pro Life 

 Darrell Hover 

 

 
Brother Knights, 

  

Below are the highlights from the November 7, 2014 issue of American Life League. 

 

     It has been a crazy week here at American Life League and at most pro-life offices across the country. Tuesday’s election 

has ushered in a new feeling of optimism.  Judie Brown addresses this in her commentary that leads the newsletter.  

     Planned Parenthood is stunned.  While it expected some pro-life victories, it was not prepared for the depth of the losses the 

culture of death would suffer.  Almost every major candidate who was endorsed by Planned Parenthood lost their race.  It hap-

pened in the Senate, in the House of Representatives, in governors’ mansions, and in numerous local races all across the coun-

try. 

     We have been fighting Planned Parenthood since ALL was first formed in 1979 and we truly welcome the change in Con-

gress.  Several years ago, the House voted to take away all government funding of Planned Parenthood.  Then it repeatedly 

passed bills that would do the same thing.  The roadblock has been the Senate.  Time after time the leaders of the Senate 

blocked any kind of a vote.  When the Senate was finally forced to allow a vote, 42 senators voted to deny all funds to Planned 

Parenthood. That was then.  This is now.  

     With the results of this week’s voting, the Senate that will be in office in January 2015 will be much different.  There is no 

reason why all those who oppose Planned Parenthood should not start demanding, right now, that the newly elected Congress 

immediately deny all funds to Planned Parenthood. 

  

Celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus and have a very MERRY CHRISTMAS! God bless you all. 

  

Darrell 

 

 

 
 

Seminarians’ Corner 

Nick Adam 

 

Brother Knights, 

   

     As my first semester of theology studies comes to a close, I am full of gratitude and joy.  This semester has been one of the 

most formative of my time in seminary.  The information we are learning will help us all be better shepherds that are able to 

accompany the parishioners we are blessed to serve through the joys and trials of their lives. 

 

     This month we are going to Nicaragua (Dr. Borrell territory!) for a mission trip.  I have heard great things about this trip and 

ask that you keep me and the rest of my class in your prayers along with the people we will meet in Central America.  I hope to 

see you shortly after Christmas after I spend some time with my Dad in Alabama.   

 

     I hope you all had a Happy Thanksgiving, and thank you so much as always for your support and friendship! 

 

- Nick 
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                                                                  Youth  

                                              David Klutz 

Thanksgiving Baskets:  St. Patrick School conducted their annual Thanksgiving Basket Service Project. Each grade filled 

one basket, all of which will be given to families in need in our community. The baskets were offered at Mass on Thursday 

prior to their distribution by our 6th grade class on Friday, November 21st.    

  
Christmas Program:  Our annual school-wide Christmas Program is the school’s gift to you, our parents and families.  The 

students have already been practicing for this very special evening.  Please save the date of December 11th at 6:00 p.m. for 

this gift to you!  

 

SCRIP News:  SCRIP cards make great gifts, especially with the holidays right around the corner!  In order to receive your 

request for holiday SCRIP giving, please submit your holiday order NO LATER THAN December 5th.  A SCRIPmas Tree 

Raffle for $400.00 worth of SCRIP will be held just prior to the Christmas Program, Thursday, December 11,  at 7:00 

p.m.  Extra tickets are available in the office.  

SCRIP can be ordered throughout the year.  Contact Mrs. Yarger if you want any SCRIPs.  

 

SEARCH Retreat:  Seven students from our Confirmation Class along with Fr. Sanchez went to the Search Retreat in Jack-

son.  Thanks for your prayers for this outstanding spiritual retreat.  In case you don't know the Knights pay 1/3 of the cost to 

help make this retreat affordable to all. 

 

Trip to Shrine of the Most Blessed Sacrament:  The Knights were generous enough to sponsor a Youth trip to the Shrine of 

the Most Blessed Sacrament in Alabama.  I will be driving the bus filled with our youth to pray at the shrine, enjoy the views, 

learn about the miracle of Lourdes, learn more about the Eucharistic miracles at the St. John Paul II Museum of the Eucharist, 

and see a replica of the Shroud of Turin.  So if you know a member of our Youth tell them to contact me for this trip on De-

cember 22nd. 

 

Essay Contest:  Also remember to ask every youth you see if they are participating in our Youth Essay Contest.  Thanks to 

Stephen Slimp again for helping me judge this contest.  I need your help to get the word out about this contest.  Last year we 

had only 2 contestants.  Have you asked anyone yet if they are doing it?  I am collecting essays until January 16.  

 

Dave Klutz 

Youth Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

     Thanks to all who attended East Ms. visitation, namely Dewayne Klutz, David  Klutz, Frank Polizzi, PJ Carter, Bob Leo, 

Tom Zettler, and special guests Tylin Sorrells and Sam Coleman.  The next visitation will be on December 17th.  A special 

guest should be there.   Caps are needed as gifts.  We will need all we can get from wherever and all the help we can get. 

Thanks in advance, see you there. 

 

Roland Stewart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community    

  Roland Stewart 
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                   December Birthdays 

 
  

1st  James Baron   4th  Louis Montesi III & Dr. Ivan Zamora  6th  James (Greg) Crain   

 

7th  David Stephens  16th  Dr. Luis Borrell  19th  John Baranello & Kenneth Rains   

 

25th  Greg Stephens  26th  Stephen Slimp 29th Patrick J (PJ) Carter 30th Jack Collins 

            

 

Membership 

 David Viger 
 

     
 

Brother Knights, 

 

     First, I ask each of you to please join me in extending a hearty CONGRATULATIONS to Sir 

Knight Sal Moreno!   SK Frank Sharp and I were privileged to have been able to accompany SK Mo-

reno down to D’Iberville, MS on November 8th and observe his advancement to the Fourth Degree of 

our council – a Very special day indeed!  Congrats to Sir Knight Sal! 

 

     Also, please join me in extending a warm welcome to the newest members of our Council: Broth-

ers Gary Koca, Tim Mowdy and Juan Carlos Cervantes who made their First Degree on November 

9th.   I am honored to serve with each of you! 

 

     All of you should be aware of the upcoming Second Degree Exemplification sponsored by District 

4, Sunday, December 7th.  Transportation will be provided.  We will depart from our hall at 12:30.  If 

you plan to attend please make sure you sign up on the roster at the hall or let me know ASAP, if you 

haven’t already done so, so we can provide your pre-registration information.  If you plan to drive up 

to Starkville in your personal vehicle the exemplification will be at St. Joseph Catholic Church Hall, 607 University Drive; 

Starkville, MS 39759.  The Hall is located behind the church. Candidates should arrive no later than 2:00 pm.  

  

     In closing, I’d also like to “plug” the Facebook Group for our Council – Meridian MS Knights of Columbus Council 802.  

60 people have joined the group so far, some being Brother Knights and others being family and friends of the Meridian Catho-

lic Community.  ALL of the Brother Knights in the Group have “administrative privileges” and are able to “add” your Face-

book Friends to the group.  I encourage you to use the site to post (share) the good things we do as Knights and moreover, the 

good things done by all the members of our Catholic Community!  Facebook is a GREAT venue to spread the word and inspire 

others! 

 

Thanks again for all your support! 

 

Vivat Jesus! 

Dave Viger 

Membership Chairman 

 

 

 
     

 

- Nick 

      

       Larry Birzer
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        Guest Columnist 

      Tom Zettler, PSD 
 

 

 

 

 

Various ramblings: 

 

     With the permission of the Faithful navigator, John Harwell, members of the Assembly gathered at the hall on Sunday, November 

16th, for a trip to Holy Cross Church in Philadelphia.  Father Augustine had invited the Honor Guard for the visit by Bishop 

Kopacz.  The following Sir Knights from the Assembly were able to attend in regalia:  Honor Guard Commander Frank Polizzi, Tom 

Zettler, Frank Sharp, Sal Moreno, Bob Connor, Richard Moody, P. J. Carter, Howard McCarty, Larry Kovach, Roland Stewart and 

Dewayne Klutz. Everyone in attendance was impressed and many of the parishioners mentioned that they had never seen a Fourth 

Degree Honor Guard. It should be noted that Sir Knight Sal Moreno dressed out one week after receiving his Fourth Degree. Wel-

come and thank you Sir Knight Moreno! 

 

      On Sunday November 9th, we held a First Degree at the Hall.  For the first time David Viger performed the Chancellor part from 

memory and did a wonderful job.  We now have at least two Knights for each part on the First Degree Team, with the exception of 

the Grand Knight's part.  Will someone consider learning this part? 

 

     Thank you to the men who volunteered as pallbearers for the funeral of Mrs. Eileen Soule'.  They were: Frank Polizzi, Frank 

Sharp. Sal Moreno, Bob Connor, P. J. Carter, Richard Moody, Roland Stewart and Dewayne Klutz.  In addition Tom Zettler served as 

Lector and Richard Semmes was the Cantor.  Thanks to everyone who served. 

 

     I wish all my Brother Knights and their ladies and families a joy filled Christ centered holiday season. Remember Jesus is the rea-

son for the season! 

 

Vivat Jesus, 

Tom Zettler, PSD 

 

 

 

     Huge success.  As a guest writer, I would be remiss if I did not mention what it takes to put on a successful 5th Friday night that 

just happened to be Halloween Night.  The main course was The Famous Taco Bean Soup.  I hope all enjoyed.  I want to thank Frank 

Sharp for helping me put it together, approved by Bob Leo, PGK who was in charge.  You can't pass up Roland Stewart and Tom 

Zettler, PSD who came in and helped out with set up and clean up.  Rosalie Leo knows what it takes to make it pretty. Frank Polizzi, 

PGK, of course does the music.  

 

     It was nice to see several of the deceased members wives and relatives in attendance.  They make it special. There were several 

guest that were in attendance with members (out of towners).  I know they felt at home.  That's what we do.  

 

     Clean up was actually not too bad, as we had plenty of help.  I know that when you start listing people that were involved you will 

miss many.  So , I apologize in advance for being normal.  For what it's worth, the children had a blast dunkin' for apples in the #3 

wash tub, and do'in the walk before the judges for best costume. All in all, a fun night.  

 

Part time cook,  

John L. Bennett, PGK 

        Guest Columnist 

      John Bennett, PGK 
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Please continue to pray for vocations. Please continue to pray for vocations. Please continue to pray for vocations. Please continue to pray for vocations.     

 We need more priests We need more priests We need more priests We need more priests 
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